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The PRESIDENT fook the Chair at
3 p.nt, and read prayers.

QUESTION — REPURCHASED ES-
TATES, ASSTSTANCE TQ SET-
TLERS.

Hon. W. PATRICK asked the (Jolanial
Seeretary : Do the Government intend
lo take steps to assist the settlers on the
Bowes and other repurchased estates by
extending terms of payment of rent, or
otherwise,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The matter will be considered after
the re-pricing of the wheat areas and the
poison lands has been disposed of.

BILLS (2)--THIRD READING.

1, Roads Act Amendment and Con-
tinuation.

2, Gouvernment Eleetric Works Act
Amendment.—Passed.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.
Becond Reading.

The COL.ONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [5.5] in moving
the second reading said: On two or three
previous occasions a very comprehensive
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measure, directed to amend the Mines Re-
aulation Aect of 1906 was introduced to
Parliaroent, but failed to pass the Legis-
lative Couneil. This Bill deals with only
one phase of the question previously con-
sidered by the THouse. It deals simply
with (he appoiniment of inspectors, their
duties and the method of their appoint-
ment. From this Bill many of the prin-
ciples embodied in the previons measure
are ahsent, It must not be understood
from this that the Government have aban-
doned those principles. They adhere to
thewm as firmly as ever hut, after giving
the matler consideration, they ecame to
the coneclusion that the time was not op-
portune to submit the several other and
perhaps more controversial amendments
contemplated in the Bill previously dis-
cussed. But this is really a very import-
ant amendment. It aims more directly
1 erhaps than any other at protecting the
lives of those engaged in the dangerous
accupalion of mining, and it does so by
pyovisien fur more efieetive inspeetion of
mines by the appoini(ment of workmen-
inspectors, That is the only debatable
elause in the Bill. The principle of giv-
ing the men employed in mines the right
to appoint inspectors from their own
ranks is not a new one. It exists in dif-
ferent forms in various parls of the world.
Even in the original Aet of 1893, provi-
sion was made whereby the men employed
in mines might appoint one or two of
their number to discharge those duties.
That provision was amended in the Act
of 1906 and the amendment has des-
troyed the objective. Experience has
proved that during the past nine years,
the emaseulated provision has been availed
of by the mining community, I am in-
formed, on not more than two or three
occasions,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Why?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
reason is palpable, because it was of no
avail.

Ton.
it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Rill provides for three classes of inspec-
tor. namely, the district inspectors, who
will be the official Government inspectors,

J. F. Cullen: They did not try
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sueh as we have now; special inspectors,
wile will be appointed to condnet investi-
-gations info special snbjeects, and work-
men inspeciors.  Under the present Act,
there is o power given to any except to
a Government inspector to go dowu and
inspect o mine. Workmen inspectors
will be scleeted by the duly registered
unions of mining workmen subject, of
course, to the approval of the Minister.
This is the only aspect of the Bill likely
to arouse controversy in this Chawber.
It is a question which shonld appeal to

the better feelings of hon. members.
There are 6,000 men employed under-
ground  in  Western Australia. They

should be safeguarded against rvisk of ac-
¢ident as far as possible and their health
shounld be protected. Our mines go down
to a great depth; on the Golden Mile
several are approaching 3,600 feet, and I
understand some lhave exceeded that
depth. The eonditions therefore ave quile
different from what they were ten years
ago when the principal Aet was placed
on the sfatute-book. That there must be
imjury to healllr through working under-
ground al such great depth wust be ap-
rarent to every hon. member who exer-
cises his common sense. The tonnage of
ore broken has gone on increasing. In
1910 the tounage raised per man was 186;
in 1911 it decreased to 184; in 1912 it
increased fo 203; in 1913 to 214, and in
1914 to 230. 'This shows that if the value
of the ore has diminished, the output per
man has ipereased, and while it is not
dented that the increase is due partly
to the adoption of labour-saving appli-
anees, it eannot be denied that it is due
in no small measure to the speeding up
of the men. The value of gold ore per
man has been inereasing likewise. Tn
1910, it was £387; in 1911, £381; in 1912,
£404: in 1913, £420; and in 1914, £436.
It is quite a fair thing to say that the
average carning of the men, placed at
the hizghest figure, is £225 per year, whilst
thev are producing gold to the value of
(436G each—that is £436 on an average
for every man employved in connection
with the indusiry. This being so it shoull
be admitted that something ought to be
doune to improve the conditions of the men

[COUNCIL.]

who are doing so much to increase the
wealth of the State. A heavy toll is being
| 2id for the production of all this wealth.
In 1910 the number of fatal accidents in
onr mines was 20, and the number of
serious necidents 587 in 1911, the figures
were 37 fafal and 528 serious; in 1912,
45 fatal and 491 serioms; in 1913, 26
fatal 491 serious; 1914, 26 fatal and 491
serious, and for the first seven months
of 'tltis year the fata) aceidents have num-
bered 20 and fhe serions 487, That is for
fittle more than half of the present year.

Hon. R. D. M¢Kenzie: What is a seri-
ous accident?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Dur-
ing the 54 years I have guoied, the fatal
aceilents have fotalled 173 and the seri-
ous aceidents 3,667, and a fair propoertion
of the serious accidengs, 1 might inform
the hon, member who interjected, have re-
sitlted in men being crippled for life. The
pereentage of aceidents to men engaged
it mnes and guarries in Western Aus-
tralia iz higher than in any other State.
Acvording to the Home Office Blue Book
uf 1907 the death rate per thousand in
186 was: New South Wales, 1.18,
{Jucensland 1.2, Sownth Australia 49, Tas-
mania 57, Vietoria .35 and Western Aus-
tralia 2.21; and in 1907: New South

Wales 01, Queensland .75, South
Australia 1,15, Tasmania .18, Vie-
tomin 1.16, Western Australin 251

That appears on the ofticial file in the
oftice of the Minister for ) ines: and on
perusing those figures Mr. Gregovy, the
then Minisler for Mines, wrote the fol-
lowing minute—

Tn view of the terribly large per-
centage of deaths in Western Anus-
tralin we must serviously consider the
advisability of appointing cheek in-
spectors.

That was in 1807; and nothing has been
done sinee, althongh every effort has been
made by the present Government to place
on the stalute-book a Bill enabling the
appointment of check inspectors.  Then,
evidence is supplied by Dr. Cumpston,
who was appointed a Royal Commissioner
in 1007. As the vesult of his examina-
tion. Dr. Cumpston declared that of the
men engaged on the mines, 33 per cent.
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were suffering from fibrosis. That is a
very serious posilion, and it still exists.
Surely these men are entitled io some
larger measure of protection than they
have at the preseni time, even if it means
some additional tax upon the mining in-
dustry. This State is producing 54 per
cent. of the total gold yield of Australia,
and up to date ne less than 25 millions
have bheen paid in dividends, nearly all
this woney going out of the State. We
owe a duly to the men who are engaged
in the production of this enormous wealth,
and I think we should make praciieal
recognition of that duty. I hope the
House will recogmse the posilion, and
will extend practical sympathy by plae-
ing this Bill on the statute-book. It re-
presenis only a small portion of what the
Government consider necessary, bul it
will give great satisfaction on the gold-
fields, and T am sure its effect will be a
dimninution of aecidents, In order to

show how the question of cheeck inspee- .

fors 15 viewed 1n other parts of the world,
T will read a precis compiled by the State
Mining Engincer from the evidence and
reports of a Roval Commission on 3ines
whose sittings extended from 1906 to
1911 in Great Britain. He writes as fol-
lows :—

The evidence of Mr. M. Delevingne,
representing the Home Oflice, questions
19 to 28.  Referring to the appoint-
ment of workmen’s delegates to inspect
the mines (under powers guite similar
te those in our own Act of 1902) *'r.
Delevingne says. “The Home OQifice has
been advised by the inspeectors that this
power, where it is exereised, has heen
found to he very heneficial.” _\gnin
{question 24), “In 1899 this system of
examination of mines by or on hehalf
of the men was investigated by a Ger-
man Commission. They came fo the
conclusion that (he svstem had given
wood resnlts in England. the prineipal
practical advantage in the eyes of hoth
masters and men being that ils exist-
ence was ari inducement to the subor-
dinate officials to keep the mines in
good order.  The report of the in-
spector for the Yorkshire distriet says
that examinations of this kind do an

incalenlable amount of good: they tend
lo keep the dizcipline up to the re-
quired standard, and to prevent slack-
ness on the part of officials. The ques-
tion of how this power and iis use
could be extended and improved is a
matler which the Howme Ofiice suggests
should engage the consideration of the
Commission.” Page 7. Again in re-
ply to question 66, Mr. Delevingne
says that ibe Home Office most cer-
tainly wishes to cncourage inspection
locally hy the workmen, bul (question
67) preferred to leave it to the inspee-
tors of wmines fo answer whether the
miners would prefer appointing two
men permanently for a district. In
reply to question 70 he repeats that
the resulls of having practieal work-
ing men to inspeet the mines have
been “extremely satisfactory in every
way.”  Page 36. Questions 302-393.
In reply to questions as to nlleged
vietimizatizn of Workiben's Inspecrors,
Mr. Delevingne said rhat “the Home
Office has never in my cxperienee re-
ceived any well-founded complaints
that men were dismissed for making
such reports, nor has it had any ap-
plication to provide for their protee-
tion.” Page 400. The report of the
German Commission on the Inspection
of Mines by Workmen in Great Brit-
ain, France, and Belgium, referred to
by Mr. Delevingne, forms Appendix
XL. to Vol. I. of the Minutes of Evi-
dence. Tt shows that in Great Brifain
mine employees select two of their
number to imspeet and report, at least
once a month if they so desire, at their
own cost. France—Delezates are elec-
ted for three years by seeret vole of
the men to inspect workings twiee a
month and that the cost is paid by Lhe
State in the first instance but eollected
from mine owners lafer. Belginm—
The miners’ associations and emplovers
in conjunction submift to (Government
names of candidates for appointment
as delegates who are appointed by Gov-
ernment for three years and paid by
Government. This report says that
“the system of inspecting delegates has
generally given good results in Eng-
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jand, and not very good resulls in
France. In England the sysiem may
be said to give general salisfaction.
The workmen see in the system the ful-
filment of an wrgent desire of Lheirs.
Tor them it is a satisfaction to fee] that
the mines are exawined as regards
their safety by men who enjoy their
coufidence. On the other bhand, ihe
mine owners and their represeniatives
recognise ihe wishes of the workmen as
regards such inspection to be justified,
and they perceive in the system a
means by which any fears of impending
danger may best be set at resi. They
find that the delegates in general make
trustworthy reports and seldom exag-
gerale, even if they occusionally say
too muaeh about trifles. The Govern-
ment inspectors also fully approve the
system of workmen inspectors”’ The
German Commission’s report on the

Frenech system is not at all favourable,

w.l o aoparently to imputed failure to
appoint experienced and intelligent
men only as delegates, and lo the fact
that the Government syslem of inspee-
tion and supervision is so compleie that
there is little use in having the work-
men’s inspectors also. The German
Commission preferred the Belgian sys-
tem heecause in 1t “an imporiant guar-
antee is obtained for the election of
such persons as possess most koow-
ledge of the subject and will refrain
from interfering in matiers outside
their competence.  This guarantce
arises from the provision that the dele-
gates are not elected divectly by the
worlunen, but named by the Govern-
ment from a list of eandidates pro-
posed for acceptance by a body com.
prising an equal number of employers
and workmen, and that lhe delegates
must have had long practical experi-
ence and a certain amonnt of theoret:-
zal knowledge also. Their appointment
at a fixed and sufficient salary ensures
their greater independence of the em-
ployers than is the case with the
French delegates. The Belgian dele-
gates entirely cease working whilst
holding the appointment, and become

[COUNEIL.]

more or less officials.’ The First Re-
port of the British Commission does
not deal with our preseni subjeet at
all, but the Second Report discusses it
very fully, Sec. (ii1), p. 21, on “Quali-
fications of Government lnspectors,”
and (Iv.), p. 26, on “Examination of
Mines on behalf of Workmen,” con-
taining the conclusions of the Commis-
sion, while page 214 contains a min-
orily memorandum on Qualifications of
Government Inspectors, and p. 216 one
on Inspection by Workmen. On page
228 is a memo, on the system of In-
spection of Mines in France, The
various arguments on all sides of the
matter of appointment of inspectors
of mines appear to be very fully and
fairly stated in the above reference,
and speeial attention is directed to the
remarks on page 25, wherein the Com-
mission recommends that inspectors of
mines should be of two classes, (1)
highly trained technical men of wide
practical experience and (2) a new
class of assistanis to inspeciors. Re-
garding the latter, the Commission say
“We are not of opinion, however, that
it is essential that all the work of Gov-
ernmenf inspection should be carried
out by men whe are egually qualified.
We think that a useful field of work
is open to a new class of assistants to
inspectors. The type te which we refer
is men who have had thorough praeti-
eal experience in work underground.
The work of inspeetion delegated them
ought to be suitable to their qualifica-
tions. 1t is not to be expected that

-they should decide diffieult questions,

but mafters of detail affecting the suffi-
cieney of timbering, shot-firing, and
kindred malters econld be dealt with by
them with advantage. In faet, as re-
gards many details, such men as these
would have special knowledge which
would prove very valuable to the
higher grade inspectors in the same
way as the assistance of a practieal
mason is of great value to an architect
in examinalion of a building. Although
the men so appointed should not be
debarred from entering the higher
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ranks of the inspectorate, yet it should
be clearly understood that they could
only do so on passing the same ex-
amination as that passed by the higher
inspectors; for we clearly feel that no
man ought to be allowed to deal with
the more difficult questions in mining
unless he has passed a striect examina-
tion of the highest character. No num-
ber of years’ experience of a practical
character should he allowed in the ease
of the upper ranks of the inspectorate
to dispense with the necessity for a
theoretical knowledge of mining engin-
eering.” The second class of inspectors
proposed by the British Commission
would be permanent Government offi-
cials appointed by the Secretary of
State, The Appendix on “Inspeciion
of Mines in France,” p. 225, shows
that in that country a somewhat simi-
lar division of inspectors of mines to
that proposed by the British Commis-
sion has already eome into foree. there
being “two classes of Government in-
spectors, (a} Government mining en-
gineers (Ingenieurs des Mines) and
(b) Controleurs des Mines. The svs-
tem of miners’ delegates appoinied by
the men al their own instance and cost
applies in addition te the Government
inspection. The British Commission.
p. 31, expressed satisfaction with the
existing provisions of the law velating
to inspection of mines by workmen
(which is practicallv the same as in
the W.A. Aet of 1908), and said “Our
proposal for the ereation of a new
class of inspectors with lower qualifi-
cation does not affect the operation of
this rule, and we are of opinion that it
should bhe retained in its present form.
The right of the workmen in an indi-
vidnal mine to inspeet the mine at
their own cost periodieally hy repre-
sentatives of their own numhber is a
very valuable one.”

That lengthy report shows that the ques-
tion now submitted to this House has
engaged the consideration of various
countries, and that the results of exper-
ience everywhere are uniformly in favour

of the principles set forth in this Bill.
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Returning now to our own State, a Royal
Commission to inquire into this subject
was appomted in 19404. That Royal Com-
misgsion recommended in faveur of this
method of appointing workmen’s inspec-
tors. The constitution of the Royal Com-
mission was such as to entitle its recom-
mendations to respeet. The Commission
was appointed by a previous Government,
not a Lahour Government; and the re-
commendation made by the Commission
is in keeping with the proposal new sub-
mitted for the consideration of hon, mem-
bers. As I said previously, this Bill does
itot express all the Government want, or
all the country wants, but it contains a
valuable nmendment of the existing law,
an amendment which must, if properly
administered, conduce to the more eflec-
tive preservation of life among those en-
gaged in the development of the mining
industry. The subject matter of the Bili
is, I submit, such as to entitle it to the
most eareful and most earnest eonsidara-
tion of hon. members. Tt should appeal
to the sympathies of hon. members, es-
pecially at a time like the present, when
appeals are being made from everv quar-
ter to our sympathies. We should eon-
sider the lives of the workmen who are
engaged in  mining operalions in this
State. We should consider also their
families, and those who are dependent
npon them, and T feel sure that hon.
members, seeing that we have only asked
for practically one amendment here, will
concenlrate all their attention upon thaf
one amendment, If they do give their
careful attention to it, T feel sure thev
will give their assent to this Bill,

On motion by Hon. R. D. McKenzie
dehate adjourned.

BIL.L—PERMANENT RESERVE.
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hou.
J. M. Drewv—<Central) [3.31] in moving
the seeond reading said: As justifving
the existence of this measure, I wish {o
roint out that in constructing a drain for
the purpose of carrving off storm water
from the railway lands at Merredin, the
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Railway Department found it necessary
to encroach on a small portion of Class
A reserve 14503, and requested that this
portion should he excised from such re-
serve and included in the railway lands.
The Bill has, therefore, been prepared to
effect this purpose. The portion of the
land is to be takeu from the Class A re-
serve in order to ineclude it in the railway
reserve for railway purposes.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: It is a very dan-
gerous precedent.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[333]: T do not intend to oppose
the passage of this Bill. I do think,
however, it affords a very dangerous pre-
cedent and provides an extremely per-
nicious hint to public bodies, who may
wish to get hold of a Class A reserve.
The railway people, it appears, require
this drain. T presnme it is already con-
structed through this partieular portion
of this Class A reserve. Am I correct?

The Colonial Seeretary: It is an ex-
tremely small piece of land.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: It may be a
small |iece of land, but it seems to me
from what I know of the land around
Merredin that it is all very flat land,
and they conld surely have used their own
land for this drain.

The Colonial Secretary: They have en-
crozched on it.

Ton. W. KTNGSMITL: Then the Rail-
way Departinent is absolutely to blame.
While T do not intend to oppose the Bill,
I must enter my protest against any
publiec body deing this sort of thing,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: We could ser-
tainly stop the department, if we ecan-
not stop other people in this unantherised
expenditure and wnauthorised work. T
would like to enter my protest against
the action of the Railway Department -in
this direction. It affords a very bad pre-
cedent, and as T have said, gives a most
pernicious hint to departments, which
tnay wish to obtain parts of Class A ve-
serves, to encroach on the lands first and

[COUNCIL.]

then seek for permission to do so after-
wards, If they do this sort of thing
goodness knows where it will stop.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hou.
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) (3.35]:
1 do not think the hon, gentleman under-
stands the civeumstances. This was an
encroachment in-so-far as the laying
down of an eight-inch pipe in order to
carry off the water from the railway line
is eoncerned.  Jt is a small piece of
land that is required for the laying down
of an eight-inch pipe for the removal of
wafer of this deseription.

Hon. W. Kingsmill; They had no right
to go there; they should first have ob-
tained permission.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Par-
Iiament would scarcely expect us to have
to delay operations of this nature until
a Bill ean be submitted for the work te
e authorised,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Most certainly.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
only a small eorner of fhe reserve.

1Ton. A. Sanderson: Have you a plan?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
[ have here a plan of the bloek., It seetns
to me that the land itself is not much
larger than half the size of this Cham-
her, 1 have no desire to rush this mens-
ure threugh at all,

The PRESIDENT: Js this a mere cx-
planation, or the eclosing speech of the
delate?

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: It is
the elosing speech.

Question pot and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Commilice.

Tlon, W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Coloninl Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

(lause I—agreed lo.

Clause 2—TPower to excise portion of
Reserve A14803:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I should have
thrught the proper method for the Min-
ister to adopt would have heen to have
given an assurance to the Honse that he
i in communieation with the Merredin
people, and that he has their approval
and sanetion, It would be more satis-
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factory to members if we could have this
assurance,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1f
there had been any dissatisfaction a pro-
test would long before this have been
brought before us. This drain has heen
laid for some time past. If there had
been any ecause for complaint no doubt
the local represcntatives of the disirict
would bave taken the necessary action.
There has, however, been no opposition {u
the Bill so far as we know.

Clause put and passed.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGU-
LATION.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion, from the previons day, of the debate
on the secoud seading,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (Easi)
[340]: The hon. Mr. Cullen has asked
me to make a personal explanalion. He
says that the motion submited by him
and agreed to by the House was that
the dcbate should be adjourned until
Tuesday next.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Tt is wrongly on
the Notice Paper.

The PRESIDENT: 1t is a mistake on
the part of (he Clerk in puiting this
Order of the Day in the wrong place,
This will he altered, and we will proceed
to the next business.

RBILL—COTTESLOE BEACH RATESR
VALIDATION.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. M. Drew—Ceniral) [341] in
moving the second reading =aid: I wish
to state that through the fault of the late
secretary of the Cottesloe Beach voads
board, ihe rate book was not prepared in
the manner preseribed under the Act. I
secured an amendment of the Roads Act
Amendmeni Bill the other day in this
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Chamber, which will be a protection in
this respect in fufure. The Cottesloe
Beach Roads Board have a rale book and
ledzer ecomhbined, One folio is used as a
rate hook and the other as a ledger. It
has been ruled that it is not a rate book
within the meaning of the Act. The
chaivman of the board signed one folio
of the rate hook, and did so in the wrong
place. Consequently, the rates were il-
legally declared and many of those who
owed rates refused to pay them, and
threatened (o plead the invalidity of the
assessment. The Solicitor General ex-
plained the position in a minute to me.
He says that the board in making up
their rate book—and this iz only one of
several hoards who have done this, I un-
derstand—used a hook and a hook of ac-
counts combined. T may say that the
Cottesloe Beach Roads Board is the only
hoard which has applied to the Govern-
ment to introduce a validation Bill. Mr.
Sayer says—

The boards in making up their rate
book use a book and a book of ae-
counts ecombined. A book is sent here-
with.

Mr, Sayer sent along a specimen copy of
the rale book, but I did not thimk it
necessary to bring it to the House. Mr.
Sayer continnes—

If you will apen a folio you will find
there are 33 ecolumns, Columns 1 to
15 are the rate book, and columns 16
to 33 are for the keeping of aceounts,
A by-law provides that the colnmns 16
to 33 shall not he deemed portion of
the raie book for the purpose of the
Aet, bot entries shall be made therein
by the secretary. Yon will observe
that these ecolumns are ruled to the
hottom of the page, and a space is
provided for the chairman's initials
within columms 28 to 32, These eol-
wmns not heing part of the rvate hook,
the chairman eannot be said to have
initialed a page of the rate bhook.
what he initials are reaily the ledger
eniries of the secretary.

This is a validating measure in order to

get over the diflicuity which has arisen.

I move—
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That the Bil be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [3.45]: 1 do not intend fo
oppase the passage of this Bill. It does
ocenir to my mind, however, that after
the recommendations of the late Minister
for Works (Hon. W. D. Jolnson), who
went about ihe country advising mmuni-
cipalities to revert io roads boards, that
this state of affairs was apparently at
the back of the mind of the then Min-
ister for Works when he was speaking.
1f that is so, and munieipalities followed
the advice given, I think we may expect
wmore legislation than appears on the sur-
face ut the present moment. 1 mention
this by way of passing, because it oceurs
to me that the recommendations of the
Minister, if this is a specimen of them,
are not to the adavntage of the people
generally.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [3.46]: 1 have to-day re-
ceived a letter in conmection with this
Bill, but I have not had much time to
look into the matter. This Bill is another
illustration of the slovenly way in which
the business of fhe conntry is being eon-
ducted. We passed an amendment to the
Roads Act lhe other day, and members
did not understand what the effect would
he. We also passed n clause, the effect
of whieh was to carry the Aet up to the
end of 1916. This is only one of many
suhjecis of the greatfest interest to those
who are connected with roads beards.
The Government have, I believe, pledged
themselves to, bring about a consolidation
of the road laws so that they may be
brought up to date. T am not in a posi-
tion to give the full effect of the letter I
received this morning, because, like this
Bill, it seems fo require some examina-
tion. Tt is certainly important that the
Government should consider the advis-
ableness of bringing about a conference
g0 that the various Koad Aels might
eventually be consolidated. I hope the
Minister will not insist op the Bill going
inte Commitlee this afternoon.

On motion by Hon, A. G. Jenkins de-
bate adjourned.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—GRAIN AND FOODSTUFF.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Ceniral) [3.48] in moving
the second reading said: The Act ter-
minales on the 30th September, and it
ig not the intention of the Government to
re-enact it, The board goes out of exist-
ence on thal date, owing to the expira-
tion of the Commission, and of course
the oceupation of the board will be gone.
There is no necessity for the eontinuance
of the hoard, and the Bill enables the
Treasurer to take over the assets and lia-
bilities of the hoard as created by the Act,
[ move—

That the Bill be read a second fime.

Queslion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adepted.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [3.51] in moving
Ilie second reading said: This measure
is already on the statute-bock and it ex-
pires on the 30th of the present month,
It was passed as an emergency measure
last year, and the objecl of the Bill be-
fore members is to enable the continvance
of the Act until the 30th September,
1916. The Bill gives the Govermwment ex-
treme and drastic power. They can,
under it, either partially or completely
close all the hotels in Western Australia,
if they wish to do so, but, of course, it is
intended that the powers shall be exer-
cised only in the event of a great emer-
geney.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Could you
fimit the hours under the Bill?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
in every respect. In faet we could do
what we’ liked under the Bill. So far
there has been no necessity to utilise the
measure, but it is just as well that it
ghould remain on the statute-book.
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Ifon, W, Patrick: During war time.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move-—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,
On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebatch
debate adjourned.

MOTION — ELECTRIC POWER
HOUSE, EAST PERTH,

Debate resumed from the 9ih Septem-
ber on motion of Hon. H. P. Colebateh,
“That there be laid upon the Table of
ihe Iouse all contracts, agreements, cor-
respondence, and papers relating to (1)
the erection of the electric power house
at Kast Perth, and (2) the supply of elee-
tric current therefrom.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) [3.53]): 1
entirely agree with the motion and I hope
it will be carried. I hope, also, that this
is the beginning of the end of seeret con-
tracts.

The Uolonial Secretary: Where are the
secret confracts?

Hon. F. CONNOR: Everywhere. I am
not going into details, but if the hon.
member likes I will give him some par-
ticulars. It seems to bave become the
practice, since the adveni of the Labour
Ctovernment, to enter into all sorts of
secret contracts, For instance, we have
those relating to powellising, pipes, pur-
chase of steamers, and a hundred and one
others. Such things have never heen done
by any other (Government in my 24 vears'
experience as a politieian in this State.
Certain malters were, I admit, dealt with
under what was known as “Form J,” but
there were never any secret contraets
entered inte. In those cases money was
merely advanced. Even if there is no
truth in the allegations which are made
by the man in the street that secret con-
tracts are heing entered into, the Govern-
ment should uot lose any opportunity of
clearing themselves of the charges. There
is a great deal of unrest in the country
in connection with what are called seeret
contracts, and the hon. member who has
moved the motion is quite justified in ask-
ing for the production of the papers so
that he might satisfy himself, at any rate,
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in regard to what took place in connection
with the erection of the power house at
Bast Perth,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [3.56]:
The leader of the House has stated that
any member who is desirous of inspecting
the papers may do so, and he has ex-
plained that the papers are essential to
the daily working of the eoncern in ques-
tion, The faets he has given are sufficient
to justify me in voting against the pro-
posal, that the papers be laid upon the
Table of the House, I1f the Minister had
shown any desire to prevent members
from inspecting the papers 1 would bave
voted for the motion, but in face of the
promise he has made, and the wideness of
the debate, I will record my vote againsi
the motion,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH ({East—in
reply) [3.58]: I must apologise for my
absence from the Housc the other day
when. this motion came up for discussion,
and 1 ww grateful to hon. members for
keeping the debate going in order to give
me the opportunity of replying briefly to
the objections raised against the motion
by the Colonial Secretary. Resding the
Colonial Secretary’s speeeh, 1 gather be
aceused me of abusing the privileges of
Parliament. I wish to assure him that
T =aid nothing in moving the motion that
1 would not be prepared to repeat in the
most public place possible, and so far as
that other portion of the aceusation in his
speech is eoncerned, which fo 1y mind
seemed to be somewhat in the nature of
a threat, he must excuse me if I refuse
to take it seriously. The Colonial Sec-
retary 15 very fond of telling this House
that Parliament has sanctioned this, and
sanctioned that. This is & case in point.
I think we were told that Parliament
agreed without a division to the erection
of this power house, That is guite eor-
rect. Having fought the question of the
purehase of the trams, hon. members
realised that if the Government bought
the trams they would certainly bhave to
build a power house, but they did not
contemplate that the power house would
run into an expenditure of £300,000 and
streleh, octopus like, its tentacles over
the whole of the metropolitan area, re-
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quiring an absolute monopoly and a right
to supply current for light and power
from Fremantle te Midland Junetion in
order to make it pay. 1 venture to say
had the Government done, as they should
have done, and placed the whole scheme
before Parliament, and told Parliament
what was their intention, the tramway
purchase and a large electric power
scheme involving an expenditure of any-
thing between £800,000 and a million of
money, neither would have been passed.
The linances at that time were not in
such a state to warrani the diversion
of so large a sum of money from the
proper task of developing the resources
of the country. The seraps of* informa-
tion which have been afforded sinee the
mobion was tabled have whetted my
appetite for more. [ de not intend to
go to the office of the Commissioner of
Railways to see these papers. I want the
information to be made available to mem-
hers and to the public. There is no ne-
cessity for the papers to lie on the Table
of the House for more than a day or two.
Members in that time will be able to glean
the information they desire and the papers
can (hen be returned, I do not sappose
any member in this House knows what the
standing of Merz & Mel.ennan is in con-
nection with this malter. The public is
entitled to know if the Government are
colng on with the expenditure of the
£300,000.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Mesgsrs. Merz &
MeLennan may be honorary advisers.

Ilen, H. P. COLEBATCH: Possibly
they are, but whalever they are I want
to know.  About two years ago in an-
swer to guestions in another place the
Premier stated that the total amount in-
volved in conlractz let in England up to
that time was £180,000, Of course that
was not the total. Now we are told that
the estimaled cost is £290,000. I am
ciirious to know, and I hope the papers
will reveal the fact, if that amount
covers everything. Daoes it cover the cost,
which I am informed on good authority
would be considerable, of altering most of
the cleetrieal appliances in use in the met-
ropalitan area. Wil the £290,000 cover
that or has that cost to be added to this

[COUNCIL.)

enormous total? There 1z aunother point
I will ask members to consider. If I have
read the Colonial Secretary aright, in re-
Plying to the objeclion raised by A,
Allen in eonneciion with the adoption of
the 40-cycle system—and I do not intend
to indulge in technicalities which I do
not understand—tihe Colonial Secrelary
gaid (hat the 40-cycle system lad been
adopted for a special purpose, but he
said that the 50-cyele system would have
been preferable but the Government had
adopted the 40-gycle system in conse-
quence of the project to cleclrily the rail-
ways through the Darling Ranges. If the
people of the melropolitan area, having
hieen saddled with an expenditure of
£400,000 for a system which is not the
hest, and if the Government come fo the
decision to eleetrify the railways through
the Darling Ranges, and 1 doubt whelher
they lave—there have been rumours
alout it but Parliament does not Lnow
anything about it—what is to be the
eost? If the Government are going to
insial at a east of £300,00 in the metro-
politan area a system that would not be
the most desirable thing, they must first
of ali come to a decision as to whether
they intend to electrify the railway
through the Darling Ranges. 1 doubt if
the Government have come to that deci-
sion.  Tf they have Parliament should
have been advised of the decision and the
evidenee on which that deeision was ar-
rived at. ¥We want to see the papers to
know if the Government have decided to
electrify the railways through the Dar-
ling Ranges. There is another reason.
Something over 12 months ago, hefore
the last general election, & motion in
almost similar terms as the one under
consideration was submitted by the leader
of the Opposition in another place, and
the Premier after what T can only de-
seribe, without being offensive, as a petu-
lent speech, the model no doubt on which
the Colonial Seeretary framed his speech
the other evening, raised no objection to
ihe papers being produced but he eracled
the party whip and defeated the motion
for the production of those papers. I
hope the House will carry the metion so
that the public may have the information
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which to my mind was improperly denied
to them 12 months ago.

Question put and a division taken with
the foliowing result:— '

Ayes . .. .. 15
Noes 4
Majority for .1

Question thus passed.

AYES.
IMon. J. F. Allen Hon. R. D. McKenzle
Hon. H. Carson oo, E. Mclarty
Hon. H. P. Colebalch | Hon, W. Patrick
Hon. F. Connor Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. Duifell How, G. M. Sewrll
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. Sir E. H. Wiltenonm
Hon. A. G. Jenkins Hon. C. McKenzie
Hon. W. Kingsmlll {Tellery,
Nogs.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H. Milllngton
{Teiler).

Question thus passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORBE-RACING CONTROL.

Interim repori, to adopt.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the motion of Hon. F. Connor as fol-
lows:—"“That, in the opinion of this
House, effeet should be given to the re-
commendations contained in the interim
report of the Joint Select Committee on
Horse-racing.”

Hon. J. CORNELL (Soutl) [4.10]: T
desire to offer a few remarks on the mo-
tion before the Chair. I was under the
impression that this commitiee was ap-
pointed to do something and the main
reason for their appointment was to deal
with the question of the econtrol of raec-
ing. Tt was urged that ihere was too
much racing, and too much sport, in
Western Aunstralia. This committee was
foreshadowed in the Governor’s Speech
and we find that one of the first acts in
this House and in another place was fo
appoint a committee, The interim report
of the committee does nof set out how
many meetings have been held. If I
were to venture an opinion I would say
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that the committee was too large and the
evidence Dbronght forth is puny. The
commitiee bring forward a proposal to
the House upon which no inquiry was
needed. [t waos paramount to any indi-
vidual that there was street betting, and
the local nuthorities have power to stop
it. The police T know on many occasions
summoen  hookmakers for street betting
and they are fined accordingly.

Hen. F. Connor: You are wroeng.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I am not wrong.
1 know of dozens of convietions in Kal-
goorlie and Bouldéy, Notwithstanding the
puwer whirh exists to deal with these in-
dividunals, the committee have brought
forward a recommendation that Parlia-
ment should immediately proceed to pass
legislation fo deal with the evil. The re-
commendation is based on legislation now
in operalton in New South Wales. Rae.
ing and all forms of sport are responsible
for betling and if there is {00 mueh sport,
corrtapondingiy ithere will he too mueh
betting. The funetion for which they
were appointed was to bring in legisla-
fion to eontrol or rednee horse-racing,
but the commitiee have nol carried it out.

At the inception of their inguiry, I pub-

liely expreszed the opinion that if the
circumslances warranted dealing with the
overplus of sport and racing, the Gov-
ernment zhodd lhave taken the bit in
their tceth and grappled with it them-
selves.

Fion. F. Connor: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CORNELL: And T am of
opinien now that after the experience of
the committee, the Government are sorry
they did not do so. ITad that course been
adopted, we would probably have now
hat on the statute-book legislation re-
stricting the number of racing dates and
resiricting sport during wartime. If we
ave to wait for the committee to guide us,
I think it will be a case of “How leng,
0 TLord, how long!"” Il has been said
as the session will probably eclose early
that is the reason for bringing in the in-
terim repert, and the committee hope to
have a full report available before the
session closes.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Next week,
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Hon. J. CORNELL: If the committee
had got steam up earlier, they could have
had a comprchensive report ready now,
instead of the one before us.

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: We have been sit-
ting nearly every day.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is the fault:
the committee have been sitting too often
and talking too long, There is another
point which justifies my opinion that the
Government should have dealt with the
matter. There are members of this
House not on the eommittee who possess
as extensive a knowledge of sport as
those on the committee,

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Whose fault is
that? .

Hon. T, Connor: Do not be envious.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon, J. CORNELL: Some mewbers ave
modest and do not push their claims to
inclusion on a committee and probably
some are of opinion that they do not
understand enough about the subject to
take part on such a committee, The ques-
tion of expense is also worthy of con-
sideration. I venture Lo say this will be
the most expensive select committee ap-
pointed in the last three or fonr years.

Hon, F. Connor: It has net been so
far.

Hen. J. CORNELL: I may not have
been so far

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: They have
not been to Wyndbham yet.

Hon. J. CORNELL: This is another
expense which could have been saved.
What will be the resuit of the Jabours of
the commitiee provided their report is
agreed to and legislation is passed? For
aver 20 years in Vietoria and New South
Wales there has been machinery to deal
with street and shop betting. Has it
sueceeded in stopping such betting? No,
and it never will do so. Al the legis-
lation in the world will not preveni peo-
ple from betting. The fewer the oppor-
tunities the people have to het, the less
hetting there will be. Mr. Millington has
remarked by way of conversation that
there is not a racing club in Western Aus-
tralia which would not pat the committee
on the back for doing something to help

[COUNCIL.]

them. The clubs are of opinion, and have
held the opinion for a considerable time,
that street and shop betling should be
abolisked and the only reason they have
for wishing to suppress it is to encourage
people to go to the racecourses and do
their betting there.

Hon. H. Millington: And pay their
licenses.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not a puri-
tan. I have been through the mill as a
punter and a sport. I have listened to
Wise men in yeass gone by as to how
I should invest my meney on different
horses, but 1 have come to the conelnsion
from experience that it is a game weil
left alone, So far as making the people
moral or preventing (hem from betting
by Aet of Parliament is concerned, it is
inpossible. This will be achieved only
by experience and experience does not al-
ways have the destred effect on the op-
timistic gentleman who thinks he ean
make a fortune by investing a pound on
a2 race. Jf the committee’s report is
adopted and effect given to it, I am of
opinien that will be the last which will
be heard of the matter this session.

Hon. B. G. Ardagh: That will be the
fault of Parliament or of the Goveru-
ment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not know
whose fault it will be, but the fault for
this puny effort rests with [he committee.

Hon. Sir E. . Wittenoom: The com-
mittee are doing their best.

Hon, J. CORNELL If this is their best
to date, they ought to have kept it back
until it was bettered. This s a very
minor detail of what the Hounse expected
the committee to suggest. The committee
had plenty of material to gnide them.
In Victoria there is, and has been for a
eonsiderable time machinery to regulate
racing dates, and the committee’s nction
in aiming at street betting, which already
ean bhe dealt with, and by ignoring the
major issue, suggests a desire to shelve
the work they have heen asked to do.

Hon. H. Millington: The racing elub
witnesses have got them on to a side
track.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What will be the
effect if this motion is passed, and if
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legislation is agreed to in regard to bet-
ting off raceconrses? It will still be pos-
sible to go down to Tattersall’'s Club
and put 3s. on a horse,

Hon. F. Connor: Are you a member?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not and the
hon. wmember knows full well Lthere is not
the least necessity for a man to be a
member to have a bet at any of the lead-
g sporting clubs in Australia.

Hon. I, Connor: I do not know that.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Twenty years ago
I went to Lhe toney club of Australia so
far as sporting is concerned—the Victor-
ian elnb. I had never been in Melbourue
in my life before, but I knoeked at the
door and asked for Mr. Jack Cohen, and
he came out. I said I want a pound on
so and so,” and I got it.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I hope
you won,

Hon. J. CORNELL: T &id not; T lost.
This sort of thing will econtinue.

Tow. T Counor: What has that to do
with the question?

ITon. J. CORNTLL: The hon. member
seems to {hink that the recommendation
of the committee is u matter of urgeney
and that it i1s the be-all and end-all in
conneetion with the ewrlailing of hetting
and adding something to the savings of
the community.

Hon. F. Connor interjected.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the hon.
member to desist from interjecting.

Hon. J. CORNLLL: 1 never bad
gnough meney to throw any away fool-
ishiv. [ hope the Houre will rise to the
occasion and ask the committee to bring
in something worthy of consideration and
something which will minimise, in these
times of stress, the racing in this State.
I had the pleasure of keading a deputa-
tion a thoroughly representative deputa-
tion including many parsons and business
people, which waited on the Premier in
Kalgoorlie regarding the overplus of rac-
ing, and never once during the diseussion
did the question of street betting arise.
If street betting is so rampant in Perth
it is just as rampant in Kalgoorlie. In
eonclusion I think the inferim report of
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the committee is not in accordance with
the expressed views of those responsible
for bringing about their appointment.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.28]: 1 did not intend lo
speak on this motion because I am satis-
fied that the remarks of the hon. Air.
Connor, in moving the motion, were
sulficient to convinee any reasonable per-
son that the commitlee bave devoted a
tremendous amounnt of time to bring in
even this interim report. T rose to speak
hecause most of the memhers of the com-
mittee in this House have already spoken
and therefore will not have an opportu-
nity to speak again. To say the least,
I ean only regard the remarks made by
Mr. Cornell as most uncharitable. The
hon, member is no doubt aware that it
is within the powers of municipalities to
take certain action in regard to street
betting. The police also have power to
summons, but they have not the power
to arvest, I take it that one of the vancane
for bringing in that inferim report is
to get legislation which will invest the
police with the necessary power to arrest
people offending in this direction. T eon-
tend that the thanks of the Hounse are
due to the gentlemen who have devoted
s0 much time to the consideration of the
evil. Tlad it been left to the Honorary
Minister to bring down an interim re-
port, then, to judge from the atfendance
which he has given to the joint select °
eommittee, I think we would have got the
interim report when the angel Gabriel
sounds his trumpet. T sincerely hope
hon. members will embrace this opportu-
nity of acquieseing in the sngmestion of
the committee, and T bave therefore much
pleasure in supporting the rofion.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) {4.31]:
T move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: My reason for
asking for an adjournment is that I
have just risen from my hed, having un-
fortunately been struck down with in-
fluenzn, Fowever, as it is the wish of
hon. members to get through with this
matter, T shall say a few words before
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the question is put. Some hon. members
appear to be under the mmpression that
the joint select committee on horse-racing
have been enjoying a huge holiday. I
can assure those hon. members that such
is not the ease. Both Houses should, I
think, feel pleasure in the faet that the
joint select committee have, on the
evidence put before them, taken a step
that may lead to one of the most effective
measures for cortailing the gambling
evil. One has only to visit St. George’s
terrace when a race meeting is betng held
oo the goldfields or in the Eastern States,
to see to what an extent street betting is
carried on. The evidence hefore the
joint seleet committee has shown conelu-
sively that the police have not power to
deal with sireet betting, Tt is indeed
regrettable to find that ane member of
the joint seleet committee who has at-
tended only a single meeting

The PRESIDENT: I must warn the
hon. member that it is out of order fo
refer to the proceedings of the committee
until the final report has been hrought
up.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: I regret very
mnch that T may not continue in that
strain. T should have liked to say some-
thing in that connection, in view of the
attitnde of certain members. However,
when hon. members who have no know-
lelze of the evidence which has heen
laken rise in another place and endeavour
to ridicule those who have that know-
ledge, and who understand what they ave
proposing, the members I refer to take
up a ridienlous position. Their aititude
shows their strength in that direction.
It is ridiculous on their part {o endeavour
te deride the cfforts of the seleat com-
mittee to effect good. As repards street
Laiting, T hope a Bill will he carried this
session giving the police power to sup-
press that evil. The police are eager to
get thal power, and there is no gainsay-
ing we have in the police a fine hody of
men who are eager to earry out their
duties and who will make good use of
the legislation proposed,

Memher : The police want all the
power,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : The hon.
member interjecting himself assisled the
other day to put more power into the
hands of the police. The power in con-
nection with street betting, however, is
one which the police ought to have, and
we us members of this Chamber should
see thal thab power is given them. Once

legisiation in that direction has heen
passed, a considerable slep will have

been taken towards the restriction of
the gambling evil.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
. M. Drew—Central) [4.35]: The joint
seleet eowmmittee was appointed for the
specific purpose of inquiring into (he
question of the control of horse-racing
in this State, and of making recoinmen-
dations to the Government with a view
to the infroduction of the necessary
legislation. The interim report now be-
fore the Honse deals witl: only one phase
of the question, a phase which is only
indirectly connected with horse-racing.
In the opinion of the Governimenl it
would have heen far better if the com-
miltee had waited until they had taken
all possible evidence and made the
fullest investigation, and then bronght
up a eomplete report with full recom-
mendalions. T may say that T am en-
firely in sympathy with the wishes of
the committee as expressed in Lhis in-
terim repovt. As far back as two years
azo T went fully into the maiter of shop
and street betting, and 1he whole of the
material for the preparation of a Bill is
alveady in my office. 1Iad it not been
for the outbreak of the war, I feel sure
that a Bill in that conneetion would have
heen submitted to TParliamentary con-
sideration already. Leegislation of that
nature 5 necessary in normal fimes, and
more necessary now, The Bill te which
I have alluded will he a drastic one, with
severe penalties; and my only doubt is
whetlhier Parliament wonld endorse it, T
feel certain, however, that af the present
time such a measure wonld o throngh
both Houses. It is not myv intention to
oppose the motion. I wish simply to
have a free expression of opinion from
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hon. members, so that T may submit their
views to the CGovernment.

Hon, I, CONNOR (North—in reply)
[4.35]: I think T am bound to make a
reply to some of the speeches which have
been delivered. The first thing T have to
say is thal no justification is required
from me for the motion submitted to the
House, in view of the work already done
by the joint seleet commiitee. Person-
allv T think it is possible that before the
ses<ion closes a full and exhaustive re-
pori may be furnished to Parliament by
the commniflee, However, in case Some-
thing oceurs to prevent that, the com-
miltee think it their duty to endeavour
to deal with what, after all, is the worst
feature of the gambling evil. It is not so
much horse-racing, althongh the commit-
tee has dealt extensively wilh that phase
of the subjeet. I do not want to disenss
horse-racing at this stage, but 1T may
mention to hon. members that evidence
alveady taken by the committee extends
aver 101 nrinted pages. A lot of thought
has been put inte it, and a lot of work
has been put into it.

Hon., W. Kingsmili:
good bit,

Hon. 1. CONNOR: T know it has cost
me a lot of thought. The committee have
examined 42 witnesses. After that, to be
toll by members of another place, and
also here, that we had no right to submit
a report on one phase of the question, is
astounding, If that one phase were dealt
with by the Legislature, the labours of
the comnitiee would be justified, Tt is
possible to hring in a Bill for the im-
provement of (he breed of race horses, or
for the curtailment of the number of
racing dates. As regards the latter, I
lnld that ihe Government acted irvegu-
Iarly in dictating to the racing clubs on
what dates they shall race. The Govern-
ment had no Jegal machinery for that ae-
tion, All the same, I commend them for
baving taken it. I am in sympathy with
the Govenment on that point. Siill, it
was illegal on their part to tell proprie-
tary clubs, who put their mouey into the
business vears ago, *You shall race when
T like,” whether “I” be the Premier or
the Hororary Minister. The proposal for
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the appointment of the joint select com-
miltee originated in another place, where
tihe Honorary Minisler moved in that
direetion. He must bave had reasons for
thinking the appointment was necessary.
He is a member of the Government. The
Honorary Minister was one of the com-
miitee ajppointed in another place, and
he appeared at the first meeting of the
committee and nominated a chairman.

The PRESIDENT: I do not think it
is right for the hon. member to divulge
what took place at the meetings of the
committee until the report bas been re-
ceived,

HHon. F. CONNOR:
the report,

The PRESIDENT: Untili the whole
of the report has been reeeived,

Hon. I'. CONNOR: If 1 am stopped,
I cannot give my arguments in favour of
the motion—if I am not allowed to des-
cribe what has led up te the motion. I
must how ta wone roMaz Sie, 1 was
going to say, if I may be permitted, that
the gentleman I refer io did two things
-—he attended a meeting of the committee
and nominated a chairman,

The PRESIDENT: 1 must again ap-
peal (o the hon. member not to divulge
the proceedings of the committee until
the whole report has heen received.

Hon. ¥. CONNOR: May I refer to
that genfleman’s statement in  another
Place?

The PRESIDENT: That would be
contrary to the Standing Orders. The
immediate question is shop and street
Letting. .

Hon. . CONNOR: May I quote
newspaper reporis, Mr, President? I
saw in this morning's West Ausiralian
a report of a debate in another place, In
the course of that debate, a reference was
made by an Honorary Minister fo a
motion bronght before anolher place. I
think he said it was a joke. If there is a
greater political joke existing than the
Honorary Minister himself, I do not
know of i#. The same gentleman, refer-
ring {0 this motion, said that it was like
a mountain bringing forth a mouse. The
style of that Honorary Minister is most
dignified,

This is part of

v
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The PRESIDENT: I must again re-
mind the hon. member that it is eontrary
to the words and to the spirit of our
Standing Orders to speak in that strain,

Hon. C. I. Baxter: Just say the Hon-
orary Minister is a disasrter.

Hon, F. CONNOR: [ was going to
say that from whai 1 saw in a newspaper
this morning—I think hon. members
will understand what I refer to—some-
body who spoke of a mouniain and a
monse would be doing a good thing if
he” himself produced something other
than rats. The evidence hefore the
Joint select commitiee shows that in the
interests of the eommunity street and
shop betting should be stepped. Other
reforms will be suggested when the
complete report comes down, but in case
it is not in time for nction this session it
is unanimously regarded by the commit-
tee, after due deliberation, that legisla-
tion in the dirvection indieated by the mo-
tion is essential. Tf the Government do
not attend to this they will be failing to
earry out the proposal they themselves
brought before both Flouses of Parlia-
ment. The whole question resolves itself
into this: Is there undue gambling? The
committes say there is. Tt is the one fact
not yet disputed. Mr. Holmes said he
would he in favour of allowing street
gambling if necessary, but I feel certain
the hon. genileman secarcely understood
the full meaning of his remarks. To
prevent street gambling certain addi-
tional powers are required by the police.
We have that on evidence from the police
and tlie detectives. They say there 15 no
power of arrest, and that it is impossible
to deal with this evil withont that power,

Hon. J. Cornell: They want the easicst
way.

Hon. F. CONNOR: Thev say it is the
only way, Therefore, T think they ought
to have that power. The motion is defi-
nite enough. Tt indicates on what lines
it is desirable that the Government shounld
proceed. The New South Wales Act is
snitahle to the purpose, although in my
opinion it is seareely drastic enough. By
the newspaper this morning I saw that
& Mr. Foley was opposed to the motion
because it does not go far enough, He

[COUNCIL.]

thinks that women and children ought tu
be brought into it. If the requested Bill
is introduced by the Government there is
nothing to prevent them including in the
Hill the question of betting by women and
children. TPersonally I de not see why a
woman should noft have as much right as
a man to bet, althongh on the other hand
I wonld provide a very heavy penalty
against betting by children. By the same
newspaper | saw that another gentleman
held that street belfing was infinitesimal.
I ean only conclude that he did not know
anything about it. Tt is the worst feature
of 1he hetting question.

Hon. J. Cornell: More money changes
hands in a week on the unregisiered
courses than in a year on the street.

Hon. F. CONNOR.: The opposition to
this motion has eome as a surprise to
every member of the select ecommittee.
Are the Government, in earpest in their
proposed endeavour to bandle this ques-
lion? When the committee was appointed
I thought they were, but now I do not
think they are in earmest. I think there
must be something hebhind it.

Hon. J. Cornell: T do not think the
cominittee are in earnest,

Hon. ¥. CONNOR: If the Government
are not really in earnest on the question
why did they have the commitiee . ap-
pointed?  Seeing that the commitiee was
appointed on the initiative of the Gov-
ernment, and that the committee has
done good work, why do not the Govern-
ment back up the committee instead of
trying fo get ount of their implied obliga-
tion9 I know there is more happen-
ing than T dare speak of. ¥ can secarcely
say what influenee has been hrought to
hear sinee ilie eommitiee was appointed,
but influence there has heen. It is quite
patent, 'The man in the street knows it,
and the members of the committee know
that they are not getting that encourage-
ment whieh they have a right to expeect
from bhoth Honses of Parliament. Yes-
terday my eolleague, Mr. Ardagh, re-
buked me on the score that T was prema-
ture in referring to the racing at Bieton
which we attended yesterday. Perhaps
it would have been better to have waited.
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But it had a direct bearing on the mo-
tion. I saw o trotting race down there,
and I can honestly say I vever witnessed
more deliberate roping in my life.
Surely this bas o bearing on the motion.
Because even the man betfing in  the
street and thus breaking lhe law has a
right to be protected, and if he bets in
the street on those horses 1 saw racing
at Bicton he has no possible chance ot
winning. In eonclusion 1 challenge the
Government 1o refuse {o bring in the
lezislalion asked for. 1 eclaim that the
support ot Parliament is due to the com-
mitlee, and unless we get that full o
unqualified suppori, I for ene will cer-
lainly resign from (he commitiee.
Question—put and passed.

House adjourned at 5 p.m.
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The SFEANKER took the Chair at 430
pan., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Lands {for the
Acting Premier) : Audil of Trading Con-
cerns under the Trading Concerns Aet,
1912, as on the 18th September. 1915,

QUESTION — ESPERANCE-NOR'TH-
WARDS RATLWAY.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for

Works: What tonnage of material for

the construetion of ihe Esperance-Norih-
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wards Railway has been sent to Esper-
ance—({a.} sleepers; (h.}) rails and fas-
tenings? 2, What is the name of the
firm which has been given the charter?
3, What amount per ton has heen paid,
or 1% to be paid, for freight on same? 4,
Were Lenders called in the vsual way? 5,
How many wiles of line will such ma-
terial constrnet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, {a.) About 688 loads; (b.)
about 1GG lons, alse G jeity wagons and
soindries. 2, No charter has been made.
3. Rails, lastenings, and sundries, £1 7s.
fid. per ton; 6 jetly lrncks, £31 8s. {he lot;
slecpers, £2 per load. 4, Tt is not the
usnal husiness inethod of calling lenders
when booking freight. 5, Two miles of
rails and fastenings; 11 miles of sleepers.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPEN-
SION.

Control of Trade in WWar Time -dct Con-
{inuance Bill,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildierd) [4.33]: Be-
fore the Orders of the Day are called 1
desire to ask the House to agree Lo the
suspension of the Standing Orders for the
sole purpose of enabling the passing of
lem 3 through all its stages to-day. 'Fhis
is rendeved neeessary hecause, nnless we
el the Bill 1o lhe Legiglative Council 1o-
day, we shall he unable to re-enact it be-
fure the expiration of the Bill on the
30th September. T will explain the de-
tails of the Bill later.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You only wish
o suspend lhe Standing Orders for (he
purpose of dealing with this one Bili?

The MINTSTER FTOR LANDS: Thal
is so. [ move—

Thal so mueh of the Standing Orders
be suspended us lo permit the passing
of the Contrel of Trade in War Time
Act Conlinuance Bill through its re-
maining slages on this day.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is an ahsolute
majority of the House present and I
declare the motion ecarried.



